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Dear Grade  9 Parents,

Over the next two months the Grade 9 students at Aspengrove School are going to be participating in a very exciting global collaborative project called the Digiteen Project.  The purpose of the project is to promote effective Digital Citizenship and responsible online choices.  It is a global hands-on project for middle and early high school students which was founded by Julie Lindsay (Qatar Academy, Qatar) and Vicki Davis (Camilla, GA USA) in 2008.  This project studies digital citizenship with students researching current topics, writing a collaborative report on a wiki, and performing and documenting offline action educational projects to promote effective digital citizenship at their local schools.  Topics of study include digital: access, communications, literacy, security and safety, etiquette, rights and responsibilities, law, health and wellness, and commerce.

We will begin our investigation of Digital Citizenship this week with the excellent Frontline documentary video Series Growing Up Online by PBS.  The students will then be working in a few different online work environments and I want to take a moment to describe them to you.


The first environment is called a WIKI, it is an online collaborative workspace.  This is where the students will work in international teams to research and write about the different aspects of Digital Citizenship.  You can find last year's wiki at digiteen2008.wikispaces.com.

The other application we will be using is called a NING.  It is a secure educational network which the students and teachers involved in this project can use to get to know their teammates, as well as share reflections and ideas.  The only other students that your children will be communicating with in this online space are the students and teachers from other registered schools.  You can see this year's Ning at ning.digiteen.net.  You will notice that while only members of this site can add to it, it is viewable to the public.  As a result a big part of the discussions we will be having in class will focus on digital citizenship, privacy, and appropriate information.

With your permission I want to give each student in grade 9 an account on this Ning so that they can get to know the other students involved in this project and use it to help with their collaborative project.  The only personal information that I will release to the Ning is the first name and last initial of each student.  There are other schools involved in this project that are allowing their students to upload pictures to the Ning, but the Aspengrove students involved in this project will not be allowed to do this.  Instead we will focus on other creative ways that they can represent themselves.

I am convinced that projects like this one have the potential to teach your children important 21st century skills while interacting in a very real way with peers from other countries and cultures.  I am also aware that the use of these internet applications might cause some of you concern, so please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns and we can make sure that your child's participation in this project is modified in a way that you are comfortable with.

Can you please let me know whether I can go ahead and sign your child up for this project's Educational Network by replying to this email.  Similarly, if you have any concerns I would appreciate hearing about them soon so that we can discuss them and decide in what capacity your child can participate.

Sincerely,


Phil Macoun


